TV SHOW Sunday night after the game on WOAI-TV 


Jabari Young talks about the 
Spurs and Cowboys 


MAGAZINE: 


Jeff McDonald details the resurrection of LaMarcus Aldridge 
all the way back to All-Star status 
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GOP closer to approval for tax bill 


By Jim Tankersley 
and Thomas Kaplan 
NEW YORK TIMES 


WASHINGTON — Repub- 
lican lawmakers Friday secured 
enough votes to pass the most 
sweeping tax overhaul in de- 
cades, putting them on the 
cusp of their first significant 
legislative victory as party 
leaders geared up to pass a $1.5 
trillion tax cut along party lines 


Inside 


» Details: 
More about 
the tax bill. AS 


» FBI: Trump 
increases his 
criticism of 
agency. A9 


» Mueller: 
Trump’s law- 
yers to meet 
with special 


and send it to President Donald | counsel. A10 


Trump by Christmas. 

A day after the bill’s fate 
seemed somewhat in doubt, 
Republican leaders notched 
two wins Friday, when Sen. 
Marco Rubio, R-Fla., said he 
would vote yes after winning a 
more generous child tax credit 
in the final bill and when Sen. 
Bob Corker, R-Tenn., who voted 
against the initial Senate bill 
over deficit concerns, said he 
would support the legislation 
despite the cost of the tax cuts. 


On Friday, as Republicans 
released details about the final 
bill, it became clear that the 
agreement would provide deep 
and long-standing tax cuts for 
businesses while providing 
slightly more generous tax 
breaks to low- and middle- 
income Americans by reducing 
some benefits for higher earn- 
ers. 

New details from the text 
show that lawmakers offset 

Tax bill continues on A5 
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Join Express-News 
reporter Aaron Nelsen 
for a behind-the-scenes 
perspective on covering 
the murder trial of 
85-year-old former 
South Texas priest 
John Feit. 


Catch the Express Briefing 
daily podcasts Monday 
through Friday on 
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Panel kills 
plan to add 
tolls on I-35, 
other roads 


But area officials warn 
more money still needed 


By Bruce Selcraig 
STAFF WRITER 


A state transportation panel has dropped a 
plan to eventually add a pair of toll lanes to In- 
terstate 35 from San Antonio to Austin, removing 
it and every other proposed tollway from its 10- 
year, $70 billion outline of 15 major road projects. 

The stretch of I-35 in Central Texas is annually 
listed among the most congested in the nation. 
The 5-0 vote Thursday by the Texas Transporta- 
tion Commission illustrated how the state’s politi- 
cal system continues to eliminate options to deal 
with it, observers said. 

The decision, made at the behest of Gov. Greg 
Abbott and Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick, received a blis- 
tering rebuke Friday from Bexar County Commis- 
sioner Kevin Wolff, a fellow Republican. 

“Our governor and lieutenant governor are not 
the sharpest tools in the shed when it comes to 
transportation,” said Wolff, who chairs the Alamo 
Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO), 
which allocates billions of dollars in state and 
federal funds for local highway projects. 

“Tf they want to sit in Austin and decide that 
toll roads can’t be used, then they better damn 
well offer us another tool that will accomplish the 
same thing. I don’t like toll roads ... but this just 
guarantees more gridlock. Doing nothing is not 
acceptable.” 

Comal County Commissioner and MPO board 
member Kevin Webb said his constituents are 
uniformly against toll roads but that the area’s 
“unfunded transportation needs are astounding.” 
If the state continues to invest only in more lanes 
of concrete, he said, “were going to have to make 

Toll roads continues on A5 


Reaching out to students 


Kin Man Hui / San Antonio Express-News 


Southwest High School senior Ellora Wilson (left) talks to guests such as Lea Rosenauer, Girls Inc. of San Antonio 
president and CEO (left of center), about her work on a project for a hydrogen fuel cell car at CAST STEM. 


Career-focused high school looking across S.A. 


By Alia Malik 


STAFF WRITER 


Five women who work in 
engineering and advanced man- 
ufacturing sat at a long table 
Wednesday night in the Legacy 
High School cafeteria, ready to 
tell girls about CAST STEM, the 
career-focused high school 
opening in the fall in the South- 
west Independent School Dis- 
trict. 

Organized by Girls Inc., the 
panel also included a Legacy 


student, part of an effort to at- 
tract students from other dis- 
tricts to the school. But only one 
eighth-grader showed up, from 
Scobee Middle School in South- 
west ISD. 

Half of CAST STEM’s inaugu- 
ral cohort of 150 ninth-graders is 
supposed to come from outside 
Southwest ISD — but those 
amounted to only about 15 of 
more than 130 applications re- 
ceived by Wednesday, said Aja 
Gardner, the new school’s prin- 
cipal. The deadline is Jan. 9. 


“Were The 16 school districts in 
f Bexar County don’t generally 

trying market schools that aren't 

different theirs, instead striving to open 
equally alluring programs them- 

ways to ie So the first ea schools in 

get word the CAST network, established 
with startup funding from 

out tothe | H-F-B, with plans to eventually 

commu- grow to five schools, are work- 

. ing harder to find students 

nity.” across the city. 

Aja Gardner, “We're trying different ways 

CAST STEM to get word out to the communi- 

principal School continues on A4 


Chris Varelas, 
owner and 
sole DJ of 
“low-power” 
FM radio 
station KCJV, 
poses to 
re-create one 
of his favorite 
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THE GREATEST SONGS 
you VE NEVER HB 


) 


STAFF WRITER 


Turn on the radio in just 
about any city in the country, 


days a week. 


Operating from a cramped 
home studio lined with thou- 
sands of 45s and LPs, Chris 
Varelas flies the flag for long- 


DJ scenes 
from 
“American 
Graffiti” in 
his home 
studio. 


William Luther / San Antonio Express-News 


and before long you're likely to 
hear “Havana” by Camila Cab- 
ello or Imagine Dragons’ 
“Thunder.” But not if you tune 
in to local station KCJV — 97.9 
on your FM dial — which 
proudly plays what it calls “the 
greatest songs you’ve never 
heard,” 24 hours a day, seven 


forgotten songs by bands that 
never quite broke nationally. 
And there’s a special place on 
his personal hit parade for the 
music made in San Antonio 
during the 1950s, ’60s and ’70s. 
“We play 120,000 songs in 
rotation, and more than 1,700 of 
those are from local groups,” 


A playlist of local groups, ‘no hit radio’ 


By Richard A. Marini 


said Varelas, 53, a 1982 graduate 
of Lee High School. 

He also weights his playlist in 
favor of San Antonio music, so a 
rare song from a Duluth, Min- 
nesota, band may get played 
only once a year, while “Smile 
Now, Cry Later” by Sunny & the 
Sunliners plays every day. 

You won't hear any Beyoncé 
on KCJV. Nor any Ed Sheeran, 
Drake, Maroon 5 or Demi Lova- 
to. 

Radio continues on A4 
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Costillas en salsa verde on a corn tortilla from 
El a. Asadero. See ExpressNews.com/Tacos 
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